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Merrifct

was of Welsh origin and mystic birth, and
played a part at the court of Vortigern, and
a still more important part at that of King
Arthur. From the i2th century onwards he
was famous as the reputed author of proph-
ecies concerning the destinies of England.
Merlin figures, of course, in Malory's Le
Morte d'Arthur and in Tennyson's Idylls of
the King.

Mermaids and Mermen, pictured with
the upper half of the body quite human,
while the lower half is that of a fish. Similar
figures, male and female, occur again and
again in ancient, mediaeval, and later art.
This curious belief may be explained as a
personifying of the power of the sea. Many
stories of sea-women and sea-men resolve
themselves into descriptions of a race like the
Eskimos, who, when in their skin kayaks,
appeared to early voyagers like seals standing
breast-high out of the water.

Mermaid's Purse, the name commonly
given to the purse-shaped capsules enclosing
the eggs of skates, dog-fish, and their allies.
The young skate splits open the purse when
its development is completed, and the empty
horny purses are often thrown up by the
waves.

Mermaid Tavern was situated in Bread
Street, Cheapside, London. It is mentioned
in Expenses of Sir John Howard (1464).
Here Raleigh founded the famous club of
which Shakespeare, Jonson, Beaumont,
Fletcher, Selden, Donne, and others were
members.

Meroe, dist. of ancient Ethiopia, almost
surrounded by two tributaries of the Nile,
it now forms part of the Sudan. Its chief
town, also called Meroe, became at an early
date the capital of an important state.

Merovingians, or Merwings, first dy-
nasty that ruled in France after the fall of the
Roman empire. It was founded by Clovis
(481-511), the grandson of Merowig, and in
752 was succeeded by the Carlovingian dy-
nasty.

Merriam, Augustus Chapman (1843-
95), American classical scholar. He was con-
nected with Columbia University from 1863
until his death. Proi. Merriam was director
of the American school of Classical Studies
at Athens, and published many articles on
epigraphy and kindred subjects in philolog-
ical journals.

Merriam, Clinton Hart (1855-1942),
American biologist. He was chief of the TJ. S.
Biological Survey. He was also a Bering Sea
Commissioner in 1891. His published works

are numerous, and  are  very highly  rated.
Merrick, Leonard (1864-1939), English
novelist and playwright, He wrote When
Love Flies out of the Window; While Paris
Laughed; and the plays The Elixir of Youth,
The Woman in the Case.
Merrill, George Perkins (1854-1929),
American geologist. In iSSi he joined the
scientific staff of the U. S. Geological Survey,
and in 1897 became head curator of the mu-
seum. His publications include Contributions
to a History of American Geology (1905);
Handbook of Gems and Precious Stones
(1922).
Merrill, Selah (1837-1909), American
clergyman, archaeologist, and consular officer.
He was U, S. consul at Jerusalem from 1882
to 1886 and at later periods, discovering the
second wall of Jerusalem, and thus locating
the site of Calvary.
Merrill, William Emery (1837-91),
American soldier and military engineer. He
was engaged on the river and harbor im-
provement work of the U. S. government,
particularly in the improvement of the Ohio
River, the Chanoinc wicket movable dam
which be constructed at Davis Island, 5^
miles below Pittsburgh, being at the time of
its construction one of the most notable en-
gineering works of its kind in America.
Merrimac River, formed at Franklin, N.
H., by the union of the Winnipisaukee and
the Pemigewasset, which rise in the White
Mts., flows through the northeast corner of
Massashusetts to the Atlantic. Its course is
interrupted by rapids and falls, from which
immense power is obtained for cotton-spin-
ning. Length, 150 miles.
Merrimac. See Monitor. Hampton
Roads.
Merriman, Henry Seton (c. 1863-1903),
nom de plume of Hugh Stowell Scott, British
novelist. Among his- works are The Sowers
(1896), The Isle of Unrest (1900), The Vul-
tures (1902), and The Last Hope (1904),
Merriman, Mansfield (1848-1925), Amer-
ican engineer. He made important researches
in hydraulics and other phases of engineer-
ing and published many engineering and
mathematical text books.
Merritt, Wesley (1836-1910), American
soldier, born in New York City. He gradu-
ated at West Point in 1860, and served with
distinction as a Federal cavalry officer in the
Civil War. He was superintendent of the U.
S. Military Academy at West Point (1882-
7). In the Spanish-American War, he as-
sumed command of the U. S. forces in the